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Project DRILL Nets Eighteen in Long Term Task Force Investigation 
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Numerous search and arrest warrants have been executed and charges brought against 18 individuals from Manitoba, Ontario, Alberta, British Columbia and the United States.  Those charged include members of the Hells Angels and their associates following an investigation by the Manitoba Integrated Organized Crime Task Force into high-level Organized Crime. 

On Wednesday, December 12, 2007 the Manitoba Integrated Organized Crime Task Force, along with over 250 police officers from across Canada made numerous arrests and conducted searches as part of a long-term investigation known as Project DRILL.  Participating in this mass takedown were law enforcement from Manitoba including the Winnipeg Police Service and RCMP as well as police officers from various police agencies in British Columbia and Alberta.  Eighteen people have been charged with a variety of offences associated to drug trafficking, conspiracy to commit murder, importation of firearms, proceeds of crime and criminal organization related offences.  

                                                                                                

Project DRILL was initiated in November of 2006 and focused on high-level members of organized crime and drug trafficking cells operating in the provinces of Manitoba, Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia.  During the investigation police made numerous drug seizures including 11 kilograms of cocaine, 2000 tablets of methamphetamine and 13 pounds of marihuana.  Seized during the investigation were five machine pistols and three handguns that were imported unlawfully into Canada from the United States.  Also initiated during this long-term project was a conspiracy to commit murder investigation that has resulted in charges against three individuals including one Hells Angel member.  Arrest warrants were issued for 18 individuals and search warrants were executed at eight locations across Manitoba including the Manitoba Hells Angels Clubhouse in Winnipeg.  A Search warrant were also executed at a residence in Kelowna, British Columbia.

                                                                                                                                    

This long-term covert investigation was initiated by the Manitoba Integrated Organized Crime Task Force, which was established in the spring of 2004 when an Agreement was signed between the RCMP, Winnipeg Police Service, Brandon Police Service and the Province of Manitoba.  The mandate of the task force is to disrupt and dismantle organized crime in the province of Manitoba.  The task force had previously conducted the long term investigation known as Project DEFENSE that culminated in February of 2006 when 13 individuals were directly indicted on a variety of charges associated to drug trafficking, extortion, proceeds of crime and organized crime related offences.  

As a result of Project DRILL, arrest warrants were issued on the following persons for the following offences.  These persons have been taken into custody.

Dale Berry DONOVAN    33 years             Manitoba Hells Angel Member                            

Gimli, Manitoba

Charges:        Instructing Commission of an Offence for a Criminal Organization - 467.13 CC          

                        Participation in Activities of Criminal Organization - 467.11 CC

Conspiracy to Traffic in a Controlled Substance - cocaine - 465(1)(c) CC  

Conspiracy to Traffic in a Controlled Substance - marihuana - 465(1)(c) CC

                        Possess Proceeds of Goods Obtained by Crime - 354 CC

Allain Joseph LEBRA   45 years            Manitoba Hells Angel Prospect Member
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Charges:        Participation in the Activities of a Criminal Organization - 467.11 CC 

Conspiracy to Traffic in a Controlled Substance - cocaine - 465(1)(c) CC

Traffic in a Controlled Substance - cocaine - CDSA 5(1) (x2)  

           Possess Proceeds of Goods Obtained by Crime - 354 CC (x2)

                        Laundering Proceeds of Crime - 462.31 CC

Allen Raymond MORRISON        35 years        Manitoba Hells Angel Hangaround
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Charges:        Traffic in a Controlled Substance - cocaine - 5(1) CDSA  (x4) 

                        Possess Proceeds of Goods Obtained by Crime - 354 CC (x5)

James Allen HEICKERT   44 years        Oshawa Hells Angel Member
Port Hope, Ontario

Charges:        Conspiracy to Commit Murder  - 465(1)(a) CC

                        Participation in the Activities of a Criminal Organization - 467.11

Conspiracy to Traffic in a Controlled Substance - marihuana - 465(1)(c) CC

Lester Robert JONES       35 years        Kelowna Hells Angel Member

Kelowna, British Columbia

Charges:        Conspiracy to Traffic in a Controlled Substance - cocaine - 465(1)(c) CC 

                        Traffic in a Controlled Substance - cocaine - 5(1) CDSA (x4)

                        Possess Proceeds of Goods Obtained by Crime - 354 CC (x3)

Wayne Albert HOLMES     50 years
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Charges:        Traffic in a Controlled Substance - cocaine - 5(1) CDSA (x2)  

Conspiracy to Traffic in a Controlled Substance - cocaine - 465(1)(c) CC 

 

Benjamin James HAMLIN            23 years 
Warroad, Minnesota, USA 

Charges:        Conspiracy to Import Firearms into Canada - 465(1)(c) CC 

                        Unlawful Importation of a Firearm - 103 CC (x4)

                        Unlawful Transfer of a Firearm - 99 CC (x3)

Stacy Jack FINCH              49 years
St. Pierre Jolys, Manitoba

Charges:        Traffic in a Controlled Substance - methamphetamine - 5(1) CDSA (x2)

                        Traffic in a Controlled Substance - marihuana - 5(1) CDSA

                        Possess Proceeds of Goods Obtained by Crime - 354 CC (x3)

Thomas Eric ANDERSON                        22 years

Winnipeg, Manitoba

Charges:        Traffic in a Controlled Substance - cocaine - 5(1) CDSA

Stanley Anthony LUCOVIC         44 years
Thompson, Manitoba

Charges:        Conspiracy to Commit Murder  - 465(1)(a) CC

                        Utter Threats - 264.1 CC

                        Participation in a Criminal Organization - 467.11 CC

Conspiracy to Traffic in a Controlled Substance - marihuana - 465(1)(c) CC 

                        Traffic in a Controlled Substance - marihuana - 5(1) CDSA (x2)  

                        Possess Proceeds of Goods Obtained by Crime - 354 CC (x3)

Dean GURNIAK      34 years

Thompson, Manitoba

Charges:        Conspiracy to Commit Murder  - 465(1)(a) CC

                        Utter Threats - 264.1 CC

Conspiracy to Traffic in a Controlled Substance - marihuana - 465(1)(c) CC  

                        Possess Proceeds of Goods Obtained by Crime - 354 CC

Jason PINEDA        26 years
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Charges:        Traffic in a Controlled Substance - cocaine - 5(1) CDSA (x2)

                        Possess Proceeds of Goods Obtained by Crime - 354 CC (x2)

Delon Hanan SHELL         26 years
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Charges:        Traffic in a Controlled Substance - cocaine - 5(1) CDSA (x2)

During the takedown police seized: vehicles, approximately $70,000 cash, firearms, marihuana, Hells Angel related documents/property and other offence related property.  Police have arrested 16 persons thus far during the mass takedown.  Warrants for arrest remain in effect for five (5) individuals.  The details concerning these persons will be released at a later date.

The Manitoba Integrated Organized Crime Task Force is continuing their investigation.  Additional arrests and charges are contemplated pending further investigation.  

All persons arrested in Winnipeg and area will be appearing in Winnipeg, on December 13, 2007.  Arrangements are underway to have all other arrested persons transported to Winnipeg for their next court appearance.  

